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MINISTERIAL YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL — MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 

Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Youth) [12.11 pm]: I am extremely pleased to report to the house 
that following the establishment of the Ministerial Youth Advisory Council that I announced in this chamber in 
early August, I have received 150 applications for membership of the council. Nominations were open for only 
three weeks, but the number and quality of applications reinforces that Western Australia has a large pool of smart, 
engaged and socially conscious young people. These young people want to have a voice on issues that affect them 
and they want to make a difference. After having a look at the applications, I was struck by a few points. First, the 
diversity of background and experiences that these young people have already had is impressive. There are 55 male 
and 87 female applicants. Two are from the disability sector; four are of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
descent; 59 are under 18 years of age and 81 are over 18; 25 are from culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities; and 19 are from regional areas and 123 from metro areas. Second, we took the opportunity in the 
application process to ask what issues are important to the applicants and the range of issues and possible solutions 
to these issues. This provides a great insight into what young people hold as important issues and allows us to tap 
into some out-of-the-box solutions. Issues raised ranged from mental health to job readiness, housing affordability, 
training and employment focused on keeping youth in the regions, bullying, family violence, and the 
underemployment and casualisation of youth. Solutions showed that these young people come to issues from 
a different angle and think outside the box. Cutting the 150 applications down to just 10 or so is a challenge, but 
we are looking to get a cross-section of people who represent a diverse range of youth of different ages, 
backgrounds and regions. We are aiming for the first meeting of the advisory council in October and I look forward 
to speaking with and learning from these impressive young Western Australians. 
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